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Commissioner for Patents 


The reply filed on April 29, 2005 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because of the following oniission(s) or 
iiiatter(s): The currently amended claims recite "A sliding layer of a sliding member", for exanqjle claim 1, which changes previous 
composition claims to a product claims. The newly amended claims fail to comply 35 U.S.C. 132(b) which states "Applicants cannot 
file an RCE to obtain continued examination on the basis of claims that are independent and distinct from the claims previously 
claimed and examined as a matter of right (i.e., applicant cannot switch inventions). See 37 CFR §1.145. Any newly submitted claims 
that are directed to an invention that is independent and distinct from the invention previously claimed will be withdrawn from 
consideration and not entered. See subsection VI. below. An RCE is not the filing of a new application. Thus, the Office will not 
convert an RCE to a new application such as an appHcation filed under 37 CFR 1.53(b) or a continued prosecution application (CPA) 
under 37 CFR 1.53(d)." See MPEP §706.07(h) [R-2] Request for Continued Examination (RCE).. See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the 
above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, appHcant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date 
of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS 
OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

Applicant is reminded that when amendment and/or revision is required, applicant should therefore specifically point out the 
support for any amendments made to the disclosure. See 37 CF.R, § 1.121 and 37 C.F.R. Part §41.37 (c)(l)(v). 


Examiner Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to S. Ip whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-1241. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 5:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 

If atten^ts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Dr. Roy V. King, can be reached 
on(571)-272-1244. 

The fax phone nimiber for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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